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Assessment Summary

Assessment is the process of measuring learning, knowledge, skills, attitudes, and beliefs.  

Assessment tasks: what is it that students are doing so that you can assess them?

· Quizzes and tests
· Homework, papers, reports
· Projects, presentations, performance tasks
· Dialogue, question-and-answer
Two types of assessment:

· Summative: “assessment of learning” – a final judgment summing up learning; e.g., grading a final exam, evaluating an inquiry poster presentation

· Formative: “assessment for learning” – an ongoing review of a student’s progress during an activity or course that is used by the teacher to adapt teaching and by the student to monitor their own progress; e.g., maintaining a dialogue with an inquiry investigation team as their facilitator

Operationalizing: defining a concept so that it can be measured or expressed quantitatively (assessed)

· Here at the workshop, we will ask you to operationalize your goals as you design your inquiry activity

· In other words, consider what tasks would your students be doing that would indicate they are reaching your goals.  Describe what your students should know and be able to do as you state your goals.

An important tool for assessment: the rubric
· A rubric is a two-dimensional scoring guide to determine the quality of student work

· Two dimensions are:

· Evaluative criteria: aspects of student work that will be judged

· Quality definitions: describe performance at different levels (e.g., beginner to advanced)

Web-based resources:

· More on assessment in general:
· Internet Resources for Assessing Higher Education Outcomes
http://www2.acs.ncsu.edu/UPA/assmt/resource.htm
· Authentic Assessment Toolbox by Jon Mueller
http://jonathan.mueller.faculty.noctrl.edu/toolbox/index.htm
· Critical Issues in Assessment

http://www.ncrel.org/sdrs/areas/as0cont.htm
· A good article on formative assessment

· “Inside the Black Box: Raising Standards Through Classroom Assessment” 

by Paul Black and Dylan Wiliam

http://www.pdkintl.org/kappan/kbla9810.htm
· More on rubrics, including examples:

· Assessment rubrics

http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/intech/rubrics.htm
· Kathy Schrock’s Guide, includes links to many example rubrics

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schrockguide/assess.html
