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CfAO Research Supervisor Internship Survey 
Hawaii Island Observatory Internship – Summer 2005 

 
 
Your Name _____________________ Organization: ____________________ 
 
The name of the student you supervised_____________________________________ 
 
This survey should take about 15 minutes to complete. Your thoughtful and honest 
responses and suggestions will be very useful as we plan the program for the coming years. 
Please note that we summarize the surveys for reporting, being absolutely careful that your 
identity is unknown to all others. Please fax survey to Malika Bell: 831-459-5717 or 
send electronically to malika@ucolick.org. 
 
1. As you know, we teach a short course at the beginning of the internship 

experience.  
A. From your perspective, did your intern gain new skills, new knowledge, or 

other valuable experiences from the short course? 
_____________________________________________________________ 

B. Do you have any suggestions regarding content and/or background skills that 
you think would be valuable to teach during this course next year? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
2. Your intern’s work is best described as:    a question       a problem        

  a design     shadowing others       several different projects      other___________ 
 

3. How did you go about assigning the project to your intern: 
 Had several projects in mind and let student pick from the list 
 Reviewed student’s skills, experience, etc. from the application and designed 

a project for the student 
 Consulted with the student directly and designed a project based on the 

student’s skill level, experience, etc. 
 Had a suitable undergraduate project and assigned it to the student 
 Other: ________________________________________________ 

 
 
4. What did you hope the intern would gain from their project (a few major things)? 
 
 
 
 
5. What do you think the intern gained from their experience? 
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6. Project Details:  Please rate the following: 
The intern’s project  Rating Comments, if any 
a. helped intern to learn about defining or clarifyin
a question/problem/design 

1          2          3          4 
strongly                              strongly 
disagree                               agreee 

 

b.  gave the student an opportunity to design their
own experiment, or design their own way to  
solve a problem 

1          2          3          4 
strongly                              strongly 
disagree                               agreee 

 

c.  helped the student learn about using data  
(or other evidence) to develop a scientific explana
or justify their solution 

1          2          3          4 
strongly                              strongly 
disagree                               agreee 

 

d.  provided opportunities to think about or develo
alternative explanations/solutions 

1          2          3          4 
strongly                              strongly 
disagree                               agreee 

 

e. provided intern with an opportunity to think lik
scientist/engineer 

  

 
 
7. How often did you interact with your intern? 

 daily   weekly  other:_______________________ 
 
8. Please indicate the types of topics covered in your interactions?  (check all that apply) 
  answered questions about day-to-day aspects of their project 

 talked broadly about their project, not so much about details 
 taught them a specific skill, or how to do a specific task:__________________ 
 helped them with their   presentation and/or  abstract 
 talked about their career/education interests 
 Socialized with them (outside of work) 
 Other: __________________________ 

 
9. Please rate the value of communication elements of the program  
Communication element Value to the student Comments 
Writing an abstract 1             2             3             4 

not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 

 

Oral presentation (preparing, 
practicing, and giving 
presentation) 

1             2             3             4 
not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 

 

 
 
10. Overall, how valuable was this program to the following: 
Value to: Value Comments 
Intern 1             2             3             4 

not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 

 

You 1             2             3             4 
not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 

 

The observatory community 1             2             3             4 
not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 

 

The Hawaii Island community 
in general 

1             2             3             4 
not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 
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11. Do you have any suggestions on how to change the program for next year, given 
the goals of the program (to increase participation of Hawaii students in observatory 
work). Please note that the duration of the program is limited by students’ schedules, as 
they come from a range of institutions with different academic schedules. 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Please tell us how CfAO education staff (at Santa Cruz headquarters and on 
island) can best support the needs of 2006 intern supervisors/mentors (people such 
as yourself)? 
 
 
 
 
13. Are you interested in working with another intern in 2006?   YES   /    NO 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you!!! 


