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With only so much time to make observations, it is important that astronomers find out if there is a problem, and its location, so it can be fixed and the loss of time can be minimized. In the past, those observing would need to look through multiple engineering screens to find out where and what the problem was.  The Gemini Health Status Display (GHSD) allows observers to look in one place and tell the general health of all the systems needed to run the telescope, such as the Gemini Adaptive Optics System and the Primary Control System.  When one of the lights on the GHSD changes from green to either yellow or red, the observers will be able to fix any problem, so the observation may continue. The GHSD is built using a combination of TCL/TK and EPICS. Object-oriented programming is used to reduce the time needed to program the GHSD. With limited time to take data, it is imperative to find and fix problems in the fastest way possible, and the GHSD is a simple solution that will allow astronomers to do this.

