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CfAO Internship Survey 
August 2004 

 
 
This survey should take you approximately 30 minutes to complete. Your thoughtful responses and 
suggestions will be very useful as we plan the program for the coming years. Lisa Hunter, Malika 
Moutawakkil, and an external evaluator are the only individuals who directly see these surveys. We 
summarize the surveys for reporting, being absolutely careful that your identity is unknown to all others.  
 
Name _____________________________ Location of internship _________________________________ 
 
 
I. The Internship Short Course (Short Course only, not internship) 
 
1. Please rate how well the Short Course prepared you for your internship experience. Circle the response 
that best represents how you feel now. 
   
 ____________________________________________________________________________________           
   1                                          2          3                4 
       didn’t help                                       helped                                                adequately                             prepared 
      prepare me at all                    prepare me somewhat                               prepared me                         me very well  
 
 
2. Please briefly explain your rating and tell us which parts of the short course were most effective (e.g. 
lectures, labs, field trips, research practices, practice presenting to peers, meeting people, etc.): 
 
 
 
3. Overall, how valuable was the Short Course to you (regardless of how it may or may not have prepared 
you for the internship)? 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________           
          1                          2                           3                     4                     5 
                 not at all                       somewhat                   valuable              very                     extremely 
                   valuable                       valuable                                              valuable                 valuable 
 
 
4. Please briefly explain your rating, again indicating which elements were most valuable): 
 
 
II. Your Internship (Internship only, not Short Course) 
 
1. My project is best described as:    a question       a problem         a design      Other:  
 
2. At what point did you understand (generally) what your project was: 
   Before the program started 
   During the Short Course 
   1st week of internship (week of 6/28) 
   2nd week of internship 
   Other:  
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3. The following sentence best describes how my project was assigned to me: 
   It was assigned to me without my input 
   I was given a choice of ___ projects to choose from 
   I talked with somebody about my interests and some possibilities, then we figured out a project 
   Other:  
 
4. The following sentence best describes the level and complexity of my project, relative to my background: 
  It was not at all challenging 
  It had some challenging elements, but overall not challenging enough 
  It was challenging, requiring me to push beyond what I thought I could do to complete it 
  It was a little too challenging and wasn’t completed because:_____________________________ 
  It was far too challenging and became very stressful 
  Other:__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Details on your project: 
My project: Rating Comments 
a. was relevant to the overall efforts of my  
research group (fit into a bigger picture) 

1          2          3          4 
strongly                              strongly
disagree                               agreee 

 

b. was on a topic I was interested in 1          2          3          4 
strongly                              strongly
disagree                               agreee 

 

c. required learning new technical/scientific  
skills of value to me 

1          2          3          4 
strongly                              strongly
disagree                               agreee 

 

d. helped me to learn about defining or clarifying 
a question/problem/design  

1          2          3          4 
strongly                              strongly
disagree                               agreee 

 

e. gave me an opportunity to design my own 
 experiment, or design my own way to  
solve a problem 

1          2          3          4 
strongly                              strongly
disagree                               agreee 

 

f. helped me learn about using data (or other  
evidence) to develop a scientific explanation, 
or justify my solution 

1          2          3          4 
strongly                              strongly
disagree                               agreee 

 

g. provided opportunities to think about or develop
alternative explanations/solutions 

1          2          3          4 
strongly                              strongly
disagree                               agreee 

 

h. provided me with an opportunity to think like a 
scientist/engineer 

1          2          3          4 
strongly                              strongly
disagree                               agreee 

 

i. Other comments about your project:  
 
 
 
5. Overall, my satisfaction with my project was: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________           
          1                          2                           3                     4                     5 
                 not at all                       somewhat                  satisfied              very                     extremely 
                   satisfied                     satisfied                                              satisfied                 satisfied 
  
 
 
6. My research group (or team) was about ____ number of people in size. 
 



CfAO 2004 Internship Questionnaire – Page 3 

7. Please tell us about your experiences interacting with people in the context of your internship. We 
have provided boxes to describe 6 people -  you may have more or less (if more, use the back of sheet). 
Person (including CfAO staff) How often you interacted 

(daily, weekly, 1-2 times, etc.) 
How you interacted/what you talked about (check all that apply) 

EXAMPLE: 
 
 
Comments: 
 

  answered questions about day-to-day aspects of my project 
 talked broadly about my project, not so much about details 
 taught me a specific skill, or how to do a specific 

task:___________________________ 
 helped me with my   presentation and/or  abstract 
 talked about my career/education interests 
 Socialized with me (outside of work) 
 Other:  

Person #1:   answered questions about day-to-day aspects of my project 
 talked broadly about my project, not so much about details 
 taught me a specific skill, or how to do a specific 

task:___________________________ 
 helped me with my   presentation and/or  abstract 
 talked about my career/education interests 
 Socialized with me (outside of work) 
 Other: 

Person #2:   answered questions about day-to-day aspects of my project 
 talked broadly about my project, not so much about details 
 taught me a specific skill, or how to do a specific 

task:___________________________ 
 helped me with my   presentation and/or  abstract 
 talked about my career/education interests 
 Socialized with me (outside of work) 
 Other: 

Person #3:   answered questions about day-to-day aspects of my project 
 talked broadly about my project, not so much about details 
 taught me a specific skill, or how to do a specific 

task:___________________________ 
 helped me with my   presentation and/or  abstract 
 talked about my career/education interests 
 Socialized with me (outside of work) 
 Other: 

Person #4:   answered questions about day-to-day aspects of my project 
 talked broadly about my project, not so much about details 
 taught me a specific skill, or how to do a specific 

task:___________________________ 
 helped me with my   presentation and/or  abstract 
 talked about my career/education interests 
 Socialized with me (outside of work) 
 Other: 

Person #5:   answered questions about day-to-day aspects of my project 
 talked broadly about my project, not so much about details 
 taught me a specific skill, or how to do a specific 

task:___________________________ 
 helped me with my   presentation and/or  abstract 
 talked about my career/education interests 
 Socialized with me (outside of work) 
 Other: 

Person #6:   answered questions about day-to-day aspects of my project 
 talked broadly about my project, not so much about details 
 taught me a specific skill, or how to do a specific 

task:___________________________ 
 helped me with my   presentation and/or  abstract 
 talked about my career/education interests 
 Socialized with me (outside of work) 
 Other: 
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7. Overall, my satisfaction with interactions and project guidance (i.e. the people in table above) was: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________           
          1                          2                           3                     4                     5 
                 not at all                       somewhat                  satisfied              very                     extremely 
                   satisfied                     satisfied                                              satisfied                 satisfied 
 
 
8. Please rate your overall experience at your internship site and provide comments if you wish.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
           1                                          2    3                4   
       a poor                                   a fair                             a good                       an excellent       
     experience                            experience                    experience                    experience   
 
Comments:  
 
IV. Other program aspects 
 
1. Please tell us about the value of the weekly meetings: 
Meeting Value to you What you learned/gained 
David Williams (vision scientist, 
University of Rochester) 

1             2             3             4 
not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 

 

Peyman Milanfar, (engineer, 
UCSC) 

1             2             3             4 
not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 

 

Oral Presentation Workshop 
(Malika & Lisa) 

1             2             3             4 
not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 

 

Scot Olivier (physicist/engineer, 
LLNL) 

1             2             3             4 
not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 

 

Andrea Ghez (astronomer, UCLA) 1             2             3             4 
not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 

 

 
 
2. Please tell us about the communication elements of the program 
Communication element Value to you Comments 
Writing an abstract 1             2             3             4 

not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 

 

Giving your Mini-Talk  1             2             3             4 
not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 

 

Preparing and practicing your oral 
presentation 

1             2             3             4 
not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 

 

Giving your oral presentation 1             2             3             4 
not at all       somewhat     valuable       extremely 
valuable        valuable                              valuable 
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3. Before this participating in this program, I had:  
 Given ____ number of technical oral presentations 
 Written ____ number of abstracts 
 Given ____ number of technical posters 
 
 Brief description of above: 
 
V. Summary  
 

1. Please briefly describe your primary goals for participating in this program (what you wanted to get out of 
it)? 
 
 
2. Overall, how well were your goals for your met?  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
           1                                 2               3                       4                     5 
     not at all                    somewhat         pretty well            very well                    beyond 
           my expectations 
 
 
3. Has the program changed the way you are thinking about, or planning, your career/education? YES  NO 
 
4. If yes, how? 
 
 
 

5. How will you use this experience in the near future, to further your educational/career goals (e.g. another 
internship, continued research, applying for graduate school, applying for a job, transferring, etc.)? 
 
 
 

6. Considering all of the factors that influence your professional and career development, how influential do 
you think this program will be on the way you proceed with your education and career?  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
           1                                          2    3                4   
     not at all                            minimally                          somewhat                          very  
    influential                           influential                          influential                     influential  
 
 
 
7. What advice would you give to the CfAO and/or to future interns regarding logistics (housing, meals, travel, 
general assistance, etc.)?  
 
 
 
8. Are there any issues or problems that the CfAO staff should know about? 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you! 


